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In New York State, your freedom to

choose midwifery care is in jeopardy.

Currently midwives are required to have a signed practice agreement from a physician.

Most physicians are unable or unwilling to sign them, leaving many licensed midwives

unable to practice.

(v

Although midwifery is safe for women and babies, it is limited

or even nonexistent in many New York state communities.
In some areas of the state, we've been lucky to have access to midwives attending women
in different settings, but we could lose these options unless the law is changed.
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Even busy, established practices are at risk because of rising insurance costs, perceived
competition with obstetrical practices, and legislative restrictions.

New legislation, if passed, would protect and expand

midwifery options for New York women.

With a full range of choices available to women, everyone gets better care. We have an
opportunity not only to retain the birth options we have, but to complete the spectrum of
care in our community.

Midwives help people out and now we have
the chance to help them out too!

Visit www.freeourmidwives.org today to take action.



